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Insurunes en 1inke te Governnsnt

B STATINTL

1. Ia the absenne of spocifio statutory authority, 1% ig
well-coirtlished that the Covesmmont nots o6 a gelf~-fngurer, and
that funds for the zuoport of Govermrort activition are not oG-
sidered av-ilenble rsenerally for the purchoid of insurance to
cover loss to the tovernnents (23 Compe Osfie 2698 14 297 « b Comp.
Gen. 690, cte.) A» the resson for this polley le stofed in 17
Cutne G0N 211, 218 -

"he mesiitude of its resources ohwiously mekes
1t more advintagzeous Tor the Governmeni o coxey it o
rinks then to shift them to private impurars at ratos
suftlcient to caver nll icsses, %o pay their operating
axpensez, including agency of brokers’ commissions, and
to lanve sueh insurars a profit.®

Q The prastice of zelf-incuring by the Covermmnt, hovever, 1a one of
policy nnd not of positive lsw, and 1t is npt atrictly observed in
cases Lmvolving mronerty of a CGovernment cofporatioh w- si intan.
vening leg=l entitz (21 fomp, Gen. 928)s Nor hae it been spplied in
enson whasre privite rvoperty was in the cuabody of the Govornzest
tiroush Judicinl trocess, losn, or leuss. (8 Comp. Uem. 19 17 1de 55¢
BA3072, G-16-04.) In essss where the application of the pallcy may
be ruestionsd, the doudt ezn slwoys be Fesalved if the statubory
srovicion 13 sufficient to justify the warduape of insuwrange frem &
sourco outside the Government. (3 Comp. Oeme 7863 16 id. 4531 19
14, 211.) It ehould be noted that the polloy relates to the risk
and net to the noture of the risk, ani thal there s no usborfal
dintinction betwoen asmrmtion of risk of jroperty dusage aud assuapilon
of risk of tort 1lawility (19 fams. Gon. 798). Reguirenenin of necessily
or expadicnee my intervene, ol ccurns, anil there the ayplication of the
fule ir obviated, This would be so whers o local statule makes pdblic
1icdbility inpurunce on motor yuilclos o0 lleoTYe ‘
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